
Year Lowest Inco   Highest Inco   US Debt $B US Debt in 
1976 14.00% 56.00% $620 ######### 70.00%
1977 14.00% 56.00% $699 ######### 70.00%
1978 14.00% 56.00% $772 ######### 70.00%
1979 14.00% 56.00% $827 ######### 70.00%
1980 14.00% 56.00% $908 ######### 70.00%
1981 14.00% 55.13% $998 ######### 69.13%
1982 12.00% 38.00% $1,142 ######### 50.00%
1983 11.00% 39.00% $1,377 ######### 50.00%
1984 11.00% 39.00% $1,572 ######### 50.00%
1985 11.00% 39.00% $1,823 ######### 50.00%
1986 11.00% 39.00% $2,125 ######### 50.00%
1987 11.00% 27.50% $2,350 ######### 38.50%
1988 15.00% 13.00% $2,602 ######### 28.00%
1989 15.00% 13.00% $2,857 ######### 28.00%
1990 15.00% 13.00% $3,233 ######### 28.00%
1991 15.00% 16.00% $3,665 ######### 31.00%
1992 15.00% 16.00% $4,065 ######### 31.00%
1993 15.00% 24.60% $4,411 ######### 39.60%
1994 15.00% 24.60% $4,693 ######### 39.60%
1995 15.00% 24.60% $4,974 ######### 39.60%
1996 15.00% 24.60% $5,225 ######### 39.60%
1997 15.00% 24.60% $5,413 ######### 39.60%
1998 15.00% 24.60% $5,526 ######### 39.60%
1999 15.00% 24.60% $5,656 ######### 39.60%
2000 15.00% 24.60% $5,674 ######### 39.60%
2001 10.00% 29.10% $5,807 ######### 39.10%
2002 10.00% 28.60% $6,228 ######### 38.60%
2003 10.00% 25.00% $6,783 ######### 35.00%
2004 10.00% 25.00% $7,379 ######### 35.00%
2005 10.00% 25.00% $7,933 ######### 35.00%
2006 10.00% 25.00% $8,507 ######### 35.00%
2007 10.00% 25.00% $9,008 ######### 35.00%
2008 10.00% 25.00% $10,025 ######### 35.00%
2009 10.00% 25.00% $11,910 ######### 35.00%
2010 10.00% 25.00% $13,562 ######### 35.00%
2011 10.00% 25.00% $14,790 ######### 35.00%
2012 10.00% 25.00% $16,066 ######### 35.00%
2013 10.00% 29.60% $16,738 ######### 39.60%
2014 10.00% 29.60% $17,824 ######### 39.60%
2015 10.00% 29.60% $18,151 ######### 39.60%
2016 10.00% 29.60% $19,573 ######### 39.60%
2017 10.00% 29.60% $20,245 ######### 39.60%
2018 10.00% 27.00% $21,516 ######### 37.00%
2019 10.00% 27.00% $22,719 ######### 37.00%
2020 10.00% 27.00% $26,945 ######### 37.00%
2021 10.00% 27.00% $28,429 ######### 37.00%
2022 10.00% 27.00% $30,929 ######### 37.00%
2023 10.00% 27.00% $33,167 ######### 37.00%
2024 10.00% 27.00% $35,465 ######### 37.00%
2025 10.00% 27.00% $37,638 ######### 37.00%

Source: https://fiscaldata.treasury.gov/datasets/historical-debt-outstanding/historical-debt-outstanding
https://taxpolicycenter.org/statistics/historical-individual-income-tax-parameters

Data shown ilustrates national debt figures and the highest and lowest marginal income tax rates since 1976.  It does not include exemptions, deductions, state or local taxes. Actual rates for 
individuals may vary. Historical rates are provided for illustrative purposes only and are not a guarantee of future rates or trends. National Debt values shown as of Sep. 30, 2025. New York Life 
Insurance Company, its agents and employees may not provide legal, tax or accounting advice. Individuals should consult their own professional advisors before implementing any planning 
strategies. SMRU 5035365 (exp. 10.15.2026) © 2020 New York Life Insurance Company. All rights reserved.
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